It is a great honour for me to have the opportunity to serve as President of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics. On behalf of the newly elected ISPO Executive Board I accept this responsibility and its attendant tasks which we will carry towards the purposes and goals of the Society in the coming three years. It is my great pleasure to announce that our membership is continuing to grow, extending to 75 countries and 28 National Member Societies.
With the superb leadership of President Melvin Stills over the past three years and the cooperation of the Board members, Task Officers and National Member Societies we have organized many consensus conferences and courses. We look forward to carrying on the same kind of activities in the next triennium. Happily the newly elected Board members are a group of experts from all branches of prosthetics, orthotics and rehabilitation engineering and I am sure they will form an excellent multidisciplinary team well able to meet everybody's needs.
The Society's goals and functions over the coming triennium will be determined by the newly elected Board and the International Committee and Task Officers will be .appointed for each task to apportion responsibility. In my personal opinion the following three points are of utmost importance to our Society.
The first is education. Our goal in this area is the improvement in the quality of personnel from all the professions regarding prosthetics, orthotics and rehabilitation engineering, under the excellent leadership of John Hughes, chairman of the Education Committee. In the industrial world the certification and accreditation of prosthetists and orthotists is a major task, particularly in the clarification of criteria for Category I and II personnel; specifying job description, learning objectives and content and format of examinations.
Another great task before us is the improvement of the level of education of prosthetic and orthotic technologists in developing countries and for this the Society needs a positive plan. In two months the Society will hold a consensus conference on "Appropriate Prosthetic Tcchnology for Developing Countries" in Cambodia with the support of USAID under leadership of Melvin Stills, and it is hoped that much will be achieved from this event.
The second important task for the Society is for National Member Societies and the Executive Board to mutually strive for closer collaboration. At the same time I think it is important for us to establish key people in countries which do not have a National Member Society and strengthen networks between these people. Fortunately the goals and functions of international consultants are now clear, so with the cooperation of the National Member Societies and the key persons they should hold regional courses and conferences to provide information to as many people as possible so that people from all over the world can participate in the Society.
The third challenge is to advance cooperation with the many international organizations which are concerned with prosthetics and orthotics, such as INTERBOR, WHO, UN, WOC, ICRC, RI and others.
Now we are coming to the end of a very successful congress in Melbourne, Australia under the leadership of Secretary-General Valma Angliss. A tremendous amount of information has been shared. We have gained the latest knowledge, renewed old friendships and started new ones. I would especially like to express my thanks to Valma Angliss and her colleagues for their tremendous efforts and hard work in organizing this Congress. Steady progress is being made in the arrangements for the next World Congress, which is to be held in Amsterdam, Netherlands in 1998. The preparations are in the capable hands of Secretary-General chairmanship, so I am doubly sure the Congress will be a great success. Let us support the Congress in Amsterdam in 1998. I would also like to thank our president Melvin Stills for his hard work and enormous contribution to the Society. In the last three years we have worked very closely together. I feel his enthusiasm and sincerity for the Society and his superb executive skills have made the Society what it is today.
The new board meets shortly to begin planning the activities of the Society during this triennium. I hope you will all pass to the society the benefits of your experience, your keen opinions and the fruits of your research. I would like to see the Board and the International Committee's activities to work towards the goal of normalization of people with disabilities.
I look forward to meeting you again in Amsterdam in 1998.
Seishi Sawammura

President
VIDEOTAPE ON TRANS-TIBIAL (Below-Knee) AMPUTATION
As an outcome of the Consensus Conference on Amputation Surgery, a videotape on Trans-Tibial amputation has been produced for ISPO by Amar Jain, consultant orthopaedic surgeon, and Worcester Videos. The videotape lasts for 18% minutes and covers Indications, Assessment and Standard Surgical Techniques.
The videotape is available in PAL, NTSC and SECAM formats. Please state the format when ordering.
Copies of this videotape are now available at a price of USD 35 plus postage from:
ISPO
Borgervznget 5 2100 Copenhagen 0 DENMARK
